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D.A.R.E. Instructors: 

 

Happy New Year from the MN DOA board members!!  We hope 

that each of you are enjoying a success-filled D.A.R.E. year, and 

we would like to invite each of you to the 20th Annual MN DOA winter 

conference at the AmericInn Hotel and Suites in Moorhead, MN on Feb. 13-

16, 2009.  Top-notch speakers will cover a variety of topics. 

 

We’ll start our weekend with a casual and family friendly “meet and greet” President’s 

Reception on Friday evening, followed by class sessions throughout the weekend.  One 

of the training highlights will be a required DARE America certification course on the 

new “I KEEP SAFE” Internet training.  This certification course is required through 

DARE America in order to teach the material. You will receive the necessary teaching 

material upon completion of the class. 

 

The AmericInn offers a complimentary continental breakfast, and the restaurant will be 

open for noon lunch throughout the weekend.  The hotel features an indoor swimming 

pool, whirlpool, and separate kiddy pool.  Also, within the pool area 

is a complimentary mini golf course.  The large and inviting lobby 

area offers a large screen TV and fireplace, and for you NASCAR 

fans, it just might include the Daytona 500 on Sunday afternoon.  

For those of you who enjoy a good laugh, Courtney’s Comedy Club is 

attached to the hotel and is featuring “Sparkmann” on Friday and Saturday 

night.  

 

Our hosts this year are Sgt. Deric Swenson and Officer Val Kellen of the Moorhead 

Police Department.  The Saturday night banquet for officers and spouses occurs on 

Valentine’s Day, so treat your spouse and yourself to a night out, while the kids enjoy a 

pizza party with games. Speaking of kids, if your child is in grades 7-9, make sure they 

register on the Association website for the essay contest. The winner is awarded a $250 
savings bond!  On Sunday evening we’ll be traveling to Moorhead State University for 

some fun with inflatable games!! It is sure to be a good time for one and all, especially 

those with kids (or the young at heart!).  And, most importantly, dinner will be provided. 

 

There will be plenty of activities for spouses/kids while the officers are training.  The 

Fargo/Moorhead area offers a variety of shopping, museums, or just plain relaxing. 

 

We look forward to seeing each of you in Moorhead in February for our  

20th anniversary! 
 

Please register on the Association’s website: dareminnesota.com 

 

                                 Ron Boyden 

                            MNDOA President 


